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Since the global recession, many world markets with significant ethanol resources, such as the Americas, have consolidated and 

numerous dormant plants have been sold - in some cases for pennies on the dollar. Some of these plants have then been 

converted, enlarged, or started up. 

Since new and future corn-based ethanol plants are probably few and far between in the US, many of the future and longer term 

developments of new ethanol projects will be non-corn-based or 'cellulosic'. 

Brazil has experienced changes as well, with respect to its sugarcane-based sources for carbon dioxide (CO2). and current and 

future plans for some project changes to cellulosic sources as well. 

Brazil is producing approximately half of US capacity for ethanol annually. Further, the lion's share of ethanol is produced from 

sugarcane. The US is primarily corn-based ethanol and US imports of sugarcane-based ethanol from Brazil fell by 40% in 2012. Since 

about 2011, the US both exported and imported ethanol to and from Brazil. Since 2010, decreased sugarcane harvests in Brazil led to 

significant reductions in overall ethanol production. A reversal in traditional trade patterns occurred, as US volumes began entering 

Brazil to meet domestic demand. 

At the same time, large corn harvests coupled with high ethanol production and limited growth in the US ethanol market led the 

US to become a net exporter of ethanol and the world's leading supplier. 
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